
















Blunt force trauma to the 
mediastinum 
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The mediastinum 



•  Heart 
 

•  Aorta and vessels 
 

•  Trachea and Bronchi 
 

•  Oesophagus 
 

•  Thoracic duct 
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(Frontal Crashes, Belted Drivers, 30 mph Crash Severity) 
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Age 

Aorta (54.1) 
Rib Fx (31.7) 
Hemo-pneumo (11.7) 
Pulm Cont (11.0) 
Hollow Visceral (5.1) 
Liver Lac (6.7) 
Spleen Lac (1.0) 

Chest Fragility:  Particularly rib fractures 

Rib Fx 



Young Old 

Intercostal muscle 
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